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On May 3, President Alfredo Cristiani said talks with the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front
(FMLN) would begin in about 10 days, but did not mention a site or precise date for the meeting.
The president said that a reduction in US military aid would diminish the possibility for success
of the talks, and would not prevent his government from maintaining military spending at current
levels. He added that his administration would be forced to cut back on social welfare programs
to pay for the war, and seek military aid from other countries. Cristiani said he was committed
to pursuing a negotiated solution to the conflict, although "in the long run, a military victory is
possible." In late April, the House Foreign Affairs Committee voted to cut $85 million in military aid
to El Salvador by 50%. It also approved an amendment that would allow President Bush to increase
the aid to previous levels if he concluded that the rebels had failed to negotiate in good faith, were
receiving military equipment from abroad or were engaging in sustained military actions that
threatened the Cristiani government. Under the amendment, Bush could cut off all aid if Cristiani
is overthrown, if his government does not negotiate in good faith or if it fails to conduct a "thorough
and professional investigation into, and prosecution of those responsible," for the Nov. 16 killing of
the six Jesuit priests. (Basic data from New York Times, 05/04/90)
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